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Elected a member American Philosophical Society, 20th April, 

1827. Elected a curator American Philosophical Society, January, 

1828. Died at Philadelphia, 24th July, 1853, aged 59 years. 

The minutes of the Board of Officers and Council at their 
last meeting were read by the clerk. 

The committee appointed at last meeting, on the subject of 
equalizing the coinage of this country and of Great Britain, re¬ 
ported a memorial to the Congress of the United States on that 
subject,—which, after consideration and debate, was re-commit¬ 
ted to the committee, to report at a future meeting of the So¬ 
ciety. 

Dr. Boardman, on behalf of James Lenox, Esq., of New 
York, presented for the Library of the Society a translation of 
the “ Voyages of De Vries from Holland to America, A. D. 
1632 to 1644,” and made some remarks upon the rarity of the 
original work and the value of the donation:— 

Whereupon—on motion of Prof. Frazer, the Secretary was 
directed to communicate the thanks of the Society to Mr. Le¬ 
nox for his valuable gift. 

On motion of Judge Kane, (Dr. Dunglison having taken the 
chair), the Address delivered to the Society by its President, 
on the 16 th of December last, was referred to the Board of 
Officers and Council. 

The subject of re-engraving the seal of the Society, which 
has become much worn by long use, was also referred to the 
Officers and Council. 


Stated Meeting , March 3. 

Present, ten members. 

The President and Vice-Presidents being absent, Mr. Justice 
was called to the Chair. 

Mr. George Harding, a recently elected member, was intro¬ 
duced and took his seat. 

Letters were read: — 

From the Trustees of the New York State Library, dated 
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Albany, Feb. 15, 1S54; from the Connecticut Historical So¬ 
ciety, dated Hartford, Feb. 15, 1S54; and from the Lyceum of 
Natural History, dated New York, Feb. 21,1854; respectively 
acknowledging the receipt of No. 50 of the Proceedings of 
this Society, and returning thanks for the same: and— 

From the Royal Zoological Society at Amsterdam, dated 
Nov. 1853, accompanying a donation for the library of the So¬ 
ciety. 

The following donations were announced:— 

FOR TIIE LIBRARY. 

Bijdragen tot de Dierkunde: uitgegeven door bet Genootschap Natura 
Artis Magistra, te Amsterdam. Aflevering 1,2, 3,4,5. Amster¬ 
dam, 1848-1852. 4to.— From the Zoological Society at Am¬ 
sterdam, 

Astronomical Observations made at the Uadcliffe Observatory, in the 
year 1851. By Manuel J. Johnson, M.A. RadclifFe Observer. Vol. 
XII. Oxford, 1853. 8vo.— From the Uadcliffe Trustees, 
American Journal of Science and Arts: Vol. XVII. No. 50. March, 
1854. New Haven, 8vo.— From Profs, Silliman and Dana, 
Editors, 

Nineteenth Annual Report of the Board of Directors of the Young 
Men’s Library Association of Cincinnati. Jan. 3, 1854. Cincin¬ 
nati. 8vo.— From the Association . 

Annual Report of the Board of Directors of the Pennsylvania Insti¬ 
tution for the Deaf and Dumb, for 1853. Philadelphia. 8vo.— 
From the Directors, 

Twenty-sixth Annual Report of the Board of Managers of the House 
of Refuge. Philadelphia, 1854. 8vo.— From J, J. Barclay, 
Esq, 

Battle of Lake Erie: A Discourse delivered before the Rhode Island 
Historical Society, Feb. 16, 1852, by Usher Parsons: and 
Oration on the occasion of celebrating the Fortieth Anniversary of 
the Battle of Lake Erie: delivered Sept. 10, 1853, in Newport, 
R. I., by George H. Calvert. Providence, 1854. 8vo.— From 
Dr, G, Emerson, 

Returns of the several Banks and Savings Institutions of Pennsylva¬ 
nia, communicated by the Auditor General to the Legislature, 
1854. Harrisburg. 8vo. — From il/. TV. Baldwin , Esq. 

The Seventh Census:—Report of Jos. C. G. Kennedy, late Superin- 
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tendent of the Census, for Dec. 1, 1852;—to which is appended 
the Report for Dec. 1, 1851. Washington, 1853. 8vo,— From 
the Author, 

The Medical News and Library: Vol. XII. No. 135. March, 1854. 

Philadelphia. 8vo.— From Blanchard Lea . 

Astronomical Journal: Vol. III. No. 19. Feb. 17, 1854. Cam¬ 
bridge, Mass. Svo.— From Dr, B. A, Gould, jr., Editor, 

The committee appointed at a former meeting, relative to 
the equalization of coinage between this country and Great 
Britain, reported the following Memorial to Congress, on this 
subject,—which, on motion, was adopted by the Society, and 
ordered to be signed by the proper officers and forwarded for 
presentation to Congress. 

To the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States 
of America, in Congress assembled. 

The Memorial of the American Philosophical Society held at Phi¬ 
ladelphia for promoting useful knowledge, respectfully shows: 

That, at the present moment, there is a favourable opportunity for 
effecting a result of great public interest and convenience; by esta¬ 
blishing a Coinage which shall be identical in weight, fineness and 
value, for the two great Commercial Nations which use the same 
English tongue. 

It is understood that the Government of Great Britain is about to 
adopt, wholly or in part, a decimal correlation of the coins issued by 
its authority, like that which has been for a long time used in the 
United States; and it can be readily perceived that but slight modifi¬ 
cations in the relative unitary weights and values are required, re¬ 
spectively, to bring the coinage in the two countries to the identity 
already mentioned. 

When this shall have been accomplished, inasmuch as the Weights 
and Linear Measures are already and have ever been the same for 
both nations, the Measures of Capacity will alone be discrepant, and 
as the standards of this sort for the United States may be considered 
as virtually the same with those accepted in Great Britain anterior to 
1825 (the difference being only in the temperatures to which observa¬ 
tions are reduced) there is reason to hope that a suitable occasion may 
hereafter occur to remove the discrepancy in this respect also. 

The undoubted convenience of a decimal computation makes its 
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extension to the entire Weight and Measure System, both here and in 
Great Britain, highly desirable; but such extension is not contem¬ 
plated in the present prayer of your Memorialists, which limits itself 
to what is easily practicable and is in the direct line of farther im¬ 
provement. 

In view of what has been said, then, and of the great convenience 
that citizens of the two countries will find when the coins of each 
pass in the other with the same facility as ours now do, between the 
different and distant States of this Union;—of the great economy of 
time and labour that Commerce will experience in thus getting rid of 
tedious calculations of conversions and exchanges,—and of the great, 
though silent and unpretending help that will be given to the civiliza¬ 
tion of the human race in this concession to uniformity by two great 
nations whose common language is already spoken over half the 
globe:—Your Memorialists lespectfully pray that your Honourable 
Bodies will give to this subject a wise and favourable consideration;— 
and by joint resolution, or otherwise, will authorize the President of 
the United States to enter into such correspondence with the Govern¬ 
ment of Great Britain as may secure, in a reasonable time, a proper 
uniformity of Coinage, in the mode that may be found most discreet 
and convenient. 

And your Memorialists will ever pray, &e. 


Stated Meeting , March 17. 

Dr. Franklin Bache, President, in the Chair. 

Present, fourteen members. 

Letters were read:— 

From James Paget, dated 24 Henrietta Street, Cavendish 
Square, London, Feb. 15, 1S54, acknowledging the receipt of 
notice of his election as a member of the Society: and— 

From the Royal Academy of Sciences at Amsterdam, dated 
Nov. 2, 1853, returning thanks for Vol. X. Part 2, of the 
Transactions, and for No. 48 of the Proceedings of this Soci¬ 
ety. 



